
 

Henderson K-12 Inclusion School: Summer Reading  
Entering Grade 7 

 
Below you will find a list of recommended books for summer reading to continue building literacy skills.  
 

 

Turtles All the Way Down by John Green 

Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive billionaire 
Russell Pickett, but there’s a hundred-thousand-dollar reward at stake and her 
Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to investigate. So together, they 
navigate the short distance and broad divides that separate them from Russell 
Pickett’s son, Davis. 

Aza is trying. She is trying to be a good daughter, a good friend, a good student, 
and maybe even a good detective, while also living within the ever-tightening spiral 
of her own thoughts.  

 

Enchanted Air: two cultures, two wings, a memoir by Margarita Engle by Margarita 
Engle 
 
Offers an account of the first fourteen years of the author's (Margarita Engle) life in 
poems, telling of her time spent between her mother's native Cuba and her home 
in Los Angeles, until the revolution in Cuba dramatically alters relations between 
two countries she loves. 

 

Life in Motion: An Unlikely Ballerina by Misty Copeland  
 
Determination meets dance in this memoir by the history-making ballerina. In this 
instant New York Times bestseller, Misty Copeland makes history, telling the story 
of her journey to become the first African-American principal ballerina at the 
prestigious American Ballet Theatre. But when she first placed her hands on the 
barre at an after-school community center, no one expected the undersized, 
underprivileged, and anxious thirteen-year-old to become one of America’s most 
groundbreaking dancers . A true prodigy, she was attempting in months roles that 
take most dancers years to master. But when Misty became caught between the 
control and comfort she found in the world of ballet and the harsh realities of her 
own life, she had to choose to embrace both her identity and her dreams, and find 
the courage to be one of a kind. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_9iNzTkfMU
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links


 

 

The Testing by Joelie Charbonneua 
 
It’s graduation day for sixteen-year-old Malencia Vale, and the entire Five Lakes 
Colony (the former Great Lakes) is celebrating. All Cia can think about or hope for 
is whether she’ll be chosen for The Testing, a United Commonwealth program that 
selects the best and brightest new graduates to become possible leaders of the 
slowly revitalizing post-war civilization. When Cia is chosen, her father finally tells 
her about his own nightmarish half-memories of The Testing. Armed with his dire 
warnings, "Cia, trust no one,” she bravely heads off to Tosu City, far away from 
friends and family, perhaps forever. Danger, romance and sheer terror await. 
 

 

Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans by Don Brown 
 
This tale about Hurricane Katrina's effect on the city of New Orleans, Louisiana, 
shows the courage, selflessness, and heroism -- but also incompetence, racism, 
and criminality of the event. Eighty percent of the city flooded and One thousand 
eight hundred and thirty three people lost their lives. Don Brown's kinetic art and 
as-it-happens narrative capture both the tragedy and triumph of one of the worst 
natural disasters in American history. 
 

 

The President Has Been Shot by James L. Swanson 
 
In his new young-adult book on the Kennedy assassination, James Swanson will 
transport readers back to one of the most shocking, sad, and terrifying events in 
American history. As he did in his bestselling Scholastic YA book, CHASING 
LINCOLN'S KILLER, Swanson will deploy his signature "you are there" style, a 
riveting, ticking-clock pace, with an unprecedented eye for dramatic details and 
impeccable historical accuracy, to tell the story of the JFK assassination as it has 
never been told before.  

 

Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz 

10 concentration camps. 

10 different places where you are starved, tortured, and worked mercilessly. 

It's something no one could imagine surviving. 

But it is what Yanek Gruener has to face. 

As a Jewish boy in 1930s Poland, Yanek is at the mercy of the Nazis who have taken 
over. Everything he has, and everyone he loves, have been snatched brutally from 
him. And then Yanek himself is taken prisoner -- his arm tattooed with the words 
PRISONER B-3087. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPE03mYlw_k
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links
http://www.slj.com/2015/08/reviews/books/drowned-city-hurricane-katrina-and-new-orleans-by-don-brown-slj-review/
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWYoQUzZaJo
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links


 

He is forced from one nightmarish concentration camp to another, as World War II 
rages all around him. He encounters evil he could have never imagined, but also sees 
surprising glimpses of hope amid the horror. He just barely escapes death, only to 
confront it again seconds later. 

Can Yanek make it through the terror without losing his hope, his will -- and, most of 
all, his sense of who he really is inside? 

Based on an astonishing true story. 

 

The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall 

In 1963, 13-year-old Arthur is sentenced to community service helping the 
neighborhood Junk Man after he throws a brick at the old man's head in a moment 
of rage, but the junk he collects might be more important than he suspects. 
Inspired by the work of American folk artist James Hampton.  

 

 

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 

Hazel, at the age of twelve was diagnosed with Stage IV thyroid cancer and 
expected to die, until at fourteen, a medical miracle shrunk the tumors in her lungs, 
at least for now. Hazel, tethered to an oxygen tank, feels that at the age of sixteen 
she is post-high school, post-normalcy until she meets Augustus Water at a cancer 
kid support group. Hazel is shocked when he is interested in her, but being with 
Augustus is both an unexpected destination and the long-needed journey Hazel 
needs to push herself. Hazel re-examines how sickness and health, life and death 
will define her and the legacy everyone leaves behind. 

 

Restart by Gordon Korman 

Chase's memory just went out the window. 

Chase doesn't remember falling off the roof. He doesn't remember hitting his head. 
He doesn't, in fact, remember anything. He wakes up in a hospital room and 
suddenly has to learn his whole life all over again . . . starting with his own name. 

He knows he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, he sees 
that different kids have very different reactions to his return. Some kids treat him 
like a hero. Some kids are clearly afraid of him. One girl in particular is so angry 
with him that she pours her frozen yogurt on his head the first chance she gets. 
Pretty soon, it's not only a question of who Chase is--it's a question of who he was 
. . . and who he's going to be. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzP4HcRuN90
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvXmcUVdRjc
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links
https://sites.google.com/a/masconomet.org/masco-middle-school-book-central/home/author-links

